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Module 4 Training Pack 
Legionella Risk Assessments 
 
This document supports the online training module. It is intended to be used alongside the video content to reinforce key learning points and provide a structured reference for learners. 
 
1. Module Overview 

	Slide 
	Topic 
	Start time 
	Duration 

	1 
	Introduction to risk assessments 
	0:00 
	16 seconds 

	2 
	Terminology and purpose 
	0:16 
	23 seconds 

	3 
	What a good assessment includes 
	0:39
	70 seconds 

	4 
	High-risk findings and actions 
	1:49
	14 seconds 

	5 
	Review requirements 
	2:03
	38 seconds 

	6 
	Scheme of control 
	2:41
	22 seconds 

	7 
	Knowledge check 
	3:03 
	9 seconds 


 
2. Key Learning Outcomes 

· Understand the purpose of a Legionella risk assessment 
· Recognise different terms used for Legionella risk assessments 
· Identify what a good risk assessment should include 
· Understand when a risk assessment needs to be reviewed 
· Understand what a scheme of control is 
 
3. Module Script 

Slide 1 
A key requirement of ACOP L8 is that a risk assessment is carried out. In this section, we will look in more detail at what is included in a risk assessment and how it can be used effectively 

Slide 2 
The exact naming of a Legionella risk assessment can cause some confusion. It is sometimes referred to as a water assessment, water hygiene assessment, or Legionella assessment. The key point, regardless of what it is called, is that it assesses the risk of Legionella within your school 

Slide 3 
Most schools choose to have their Legionella risk assessment carried out by an external contractor. If you do, here are some key things you should look for in a good assessment. Firstly, you may see schematics, either in the form of diagrams, tables, or photographs. You should then see an assessment of risk, both overall and for specific areas of your water system. Following that, there may be recommendations for physical changes to your water systems to reduce the risk of Legionella. A good Legionella risk assessment will also include a monitoring strategy, showing what measurements should be taken over time. The best ones can be used as a scheme of control. Finally, the risk assessment should clearly state what needs to be recorded and how. Regardless of this, it is important that you understand, review, and act on your risk assessment—it is not enough just to have one carried out. 

Slide 4 
A good risk assessment will include a list of high-risk findings, clear and practical actions, defined monitoring tasks that need to be carried out, and usable guidance for staff. 

Slide 5 
It is important to understand that, unlike some other risk assessments, Legionella risk assessments do not require an annual review. While they should be followed and may be referred to regularly, they only need to be reviewed or repeated following significant changes to the water system, for example major construction work or the installation of a new boiler. The other reason the risk assessment may need review is if a water sample returns a positive result for legionella bacteria. 

Slide 6 
A scheme of control is a document that sets out how to manage your water system. It outlines what needs to be done, how often it should be done, and who is responsible for carrying it out. Don't forget a good risk assessment will include everything you need for a scheme of control. 



Slide 7 
Well done—you have finished this module. Now have a go at the questions that follow. 
 
4. Knowledge Check 

Answer the following questions to check your understanding of the module: 
1. What is the purpose of a Legionella risk assessment? 
2. What other names might a Legionella risk assessment be referred to as? 
3. What should a good Legionella risk assessment include? 
4. When does a Legionella risk assessment need to be reviewed? 
5. What is a scheme of control? 
 
5. Further Information 

HSE Legionella Guidance: https://www.hse.gov.uk/legionnaires/ 
NHS Legionnaires’ Disease: https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/legionnaires-disease/ 
HSE Approved Code of Practice L8: https://www.hse.gov.uk/pubns/priced/l8.pdf 
WHO Legionella Information: https://www.who.int/news-room/fact-sheets/detail/legionellosis
School Legionella risk assessment guide:
https://legionellarisks.co.uk/essential-legionella-risk-assessment-steps-for-schools-ofsted-compliant/ [legionella...isks.co.uk]
Legionella risk assessment overview (education buildings):
https://edgewaterhygiene.co.uk/legionella-risk-assessment-for-schools-colleges-and-universities-uk-guide/
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