[image: ]Legionella & Water Systems in Education


Module 2 Training Pack 
Why Legionella Matters in Schools 
 
This document supports the online training module. It should be used alongside the video to reinforce key learning points and support understanding. 
 
1. Module Overview 

	Slide 
	Topic 
	Start time 
	Duration 

	1 
	Importance of managing Legionella 
	0:00 
	8 seconds 

	2 
	School system risks 
	0:08
	34 seconds 

	3 
	Vulnerable users 
	0:42
	42 seconds 

	4 
	Wider impact and consequences 
	1:10
	28 seconds 

	5 
	Knowledge check 
	2:15
	65 seconds 


 
2. Key Learning Outcomes 
· Understand why Legionella risk must be managed in schools 
· Recognise why school water systems can present higher risk 
· Identify vulnerable groups within school environments 
· Understand the potential consequences of poor Legionella management 
 
3. Module Script 
Slide 1 
In this module, we will look at why Legionella needs to be carefully managed within school settings. 

Slide 2 
We know that Legionella multiplies more quickly in stagnant water. This means school buildings can be more susceptible than many other settings due to the complexity of their water systems, often spread across multiple buildings.... There is also a higher likelihood of water being left unused in pipes for long periods, whether in low-use areas of the school or during extended breaks such as school holidays. 
Slide 3 
It is not just the increased likelihood of Legionella bacteria developing in school water systems that makes them higher risk. Schools also have a large proportion of users who may be considered vulnerable. This includes all individuals under the age of 18, as well as those with additional physical, learning, or health conditions, who may be more susceptible to illness. 
Slide 4 
It is clear that schools must manage Legionella risk carefully. Not only is it the right thing to do, but they also have a duty of care to protect the vulnerable individuals on site. However, schools should also consider the wider impact of a Legionella outbreak. This could include disruption to learning, particularly if the school is required to close or if staff and students need time off due to illness. In the event of a case of Legionnaires’ disease, both the school and the duty holder could face legal action, including potential criminal proceedings in serious cases. Regardless of legal liability, any outbreak is likely to result in reputational damage and may attract media attention. All of these consequences carry a significant financial cost, which is likely to be far greater than the cost of effective management in the first place. 
Slide 5 
Now, answer the following questions to make sure you have understood why it is so important for schools to effectively manage Legionella risk. 
 



4. Knowledge Check 
Answer the following questions to check your understanding of the module: 
1. Why are school buildings more susceptible to Legionella risk? 
2. What conditions increase the likelihood of Legionella growth in schools? 
3. Which groups in schools are considered vulnerable? 
4. What are the potential consequences of poor Legionella management? 
5. Why is it important for schools to manage Legionella risks effectively? 
 
5. Further Information 
HSELegionella Guidance: https://www.hse.gov.uk/legionnaires/ 
NHS Legionnaires’ Disease: https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/legionnaires-disease/ 
HSE Approved Code of Practice L8: https://www.hse.gov.uk/pubns/priced/l8.pdf 
WHO Legionella Information: https://www.who.int/news-room/fact-sheets/detail/legionellosis
Legionella risk in schools (UK guidance):
https://legionellacheck.org.uk/legionella-risk-assessment-for-schools 
Legionella compliance for schools (practical risks):
https://watercomply.co.uk/blog/legionella-compliance-for-schoo
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